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So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets,  
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,  

to equip his people for works of service,  
so that the body of Christ may be built up until  

we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
Ephesians 4:11-13 

TRANSFORMATION JOURNEY 
It is here! The moment that we have 
been waiting for has arrived! Are you 
ready? After months of talking about 
our Transformation Journey we are fi-

nally ready to load up the car and hit the road for a 
journey we will never forget. So, where is our first 
stop? We are hitting the road of Discipleship Develop-
ment and following the path to equipping ministries 
and faithful discipleship designed to move us from a 
church membership culture to a discipleship culture. 
What that means is, we are about to start helping 
each other become stronger, more faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  

As with all great journeys, first we have to load up the 
car. We have to get the right team on board to blaze 
the trail that the rest of the church will follow. This 
means it is time to form our first Task Force for Disci-
pleship Pathways. Our purpose for this Task force is 
two-fold: Equipping and Transforming. We have some 
Task Force members from our existing Discipleship 
Committee, but we do have room for others on the 
team. If you are passionate about your own disciple-
ship growth and have a loving heart for helping others 
to discover their gifts and purpose in servant ministry 
then contact me about joining the team. Task Force 
members must be committed to six months of dedi-
cated work which will include meetings and an 8-week 
book study on “Class Meetings: Reclaiming a For-
gotten (and Essential) Small Group Experience” by 
Kevin Watson. The task of this team is to lay out a 
pathway for transforming us into Christ-like leaders 
and servants.  

Once the team is loaded up and ready to lead the jour-
ney, we will begin looking at developing small group 
ministries that will serve as a place where we can 
“watch over one another in love,” and “where people 
learn how to interpret their entire lives through the 
lens of the gospel…” (phrases from Kevin Watson’s 
book). It is important to understand that this is not 
about finding and developing curriculums to study, I 
believe we have enough knowledge to understand dis-
cipleship. This journey is about encouraging one an-
other to live in Christ, to apprentice with Jesus, so that 

The Witness 
Monthly Newsletter of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church 

September 2020 

we all become faithful servant leaders in ministry to-
gether.  

Of course, every successful journey has a great guide. 
We are blessed to have Ron Ballard as our guide on 
this Discipleship Journey. Ron’s calling is assisting laity 
in understanding their own gifts and calling to minis-
try serving in vital, vibrant communities of faith with 
and for their neighbors. He has lived that out by chair-
ing the District Congregational Vitality Team and initi-
ating outwardly focused laity conversations in Mis-
sional Networks. He is also active in the District Laity 
Empowerment (Equipping) movement and as a Plow-
point Church Transformation Team member and In-
tentional Vitality for Change Sojourners, walking along 
side of congregations. (Bio provided from WNCCUMC 
website.) He just finished his term on our Conference 
Board of Laity and serves as the Lay Leader of the Blue 
Ridge District of our Conference. I am very excited to 
have his expertise to guide us as we work to discern 
the path that is right for us as we strive to reach our 
transformation journey destination. 

So, climb in, buckle up, get excited…it’s time to ride! 
Pastor Karen 

WILKES CIRCLES OF CARE 
Wilkes Circles of Care continues to serve  
families, Circles Leaders, and Allies via weekly 
meetings using an online video platform 

where Circles staff organizes learning opportunities 
and schedules guest speakers to inform families of 
local resources. Our meetings focus on the following: 

 Families learn how to strengthen budgeting skills 

 Families are informed of best practices and guide-
lines concerning Covid19 through presentations by 
local health care providers 

 Needs assessments identified areas of need 
and families were provided with food donations, 
advocate bags, and sanitation supplies during the 
stay at home order 

Thanks to all who contributed to WCOC in the “Giving 
Tuesday” fundraiser to continue to build funds and 
share our mission of ending poverty in our community. 

Wilkes Circles of Care plans to move forward using the 
current format to serve families until it is safe to re-
turn to our weekly face to face meetings.  

~ Gretchen Barelski, Board Chair, Wilkes Circles of 
Care, Inc. [and WUMC member] 

To learn more: 801-810-9262; wilkescirclesofcare.org; 
wilkescircles@gmail.com; Facebook: Wilkes Circles of 
Care Inc. and Twitter: @CirclesWilkes 

wilkescirclesofcare.org
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all funds giving report 
07/27  $   6,033.01 
08/02           $   5,187.55 
08/09  $   4,820.99 
08/16  $   4,390.00 
08/23  $   3,120.68 

contact us 
Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman 
contact church office 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Wednesdays unless otherwise announced. 

If needed prior, please email  
Glenda or contact the church office. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 

Wilkesboro NC 28697 
 Giving Online via our church 

website on the homepage. 
 Automatic bank draft via your 

personal bank. 

We hope everyone has had a fantastic safe summer we 
miss everyone and hope that we will be back together 
soon we pray that everyone has a productive start to    
the new school year.    ~ Donnie & Angila Thornton 

KEENAGERS 
Let’s eat together outside again while the weather is still 
pleasant! Bring your own lunch to the church picnic shelter 
Tuesday, September 8th @ 11:30am. There is plenty of 

room to spread out under the shelter and around the tables. Good fellow-
ship enjoyed by all who came to the August luncheon! 

MISSION PROJECT: SEWING BEE 
Celebrating another milestone!  In January of 2018, as requested by 
UMW, the Sewing Bee started making book bags. This month we 
have completed book bag #5000. We are grateful for donations of 
heavier, upholstery fabric from Fairfield Chair in Lenoir, The Re-

source Store in Hickory, and Chatham’s in Elkin to make this happen. How-
ever, we are all still looking forward to milestones of distribution rather 
than production when our mission teams are traveling again. 

 
 
 

Our Western NC Conference UMW Annual Celebration will be held via 
Zoom Webinar on Saturday, September 26th and Sunday, September 27th 

(originally scheduled September 11th-13th).   
Registration is required for the free Zoom Webinars.  

Watch our WNCC UMW website for continuing developments: 
https://wnccumw.org/events/annual-celebration-2020 

Lake Junaluska has been very gracious in regard to our agreement. We’ve 
had a long relationship with them and we greatly appreciate the under-

standing they have shown to us. We look forward to the day when we can 
return to the Lake for another United Methodist Women event!                

Julia Willis, WNCC UMW President 
Joanie Strohm, WNCC UMW Vice President 

HAND IN HAND MINISTRY 
Dear Friends, Hand In Hand Ministry welcomed the staff of         
Moravian Falls Elementary School with a Back To School Breakfast 
on August 10th.  This year was quite different from years past, as 

we were not able to be with everyone to give them our hugs and smiles. 
However, the food was wonderful and we supported several local restau-
rants.  Thanks to all the folks that supported this event!  The Krafters made 
the cutest yellow jacket face masks for each staff member and sent a giant 
jar of candy for the staff lounge.  The next event will be the Prayer Partner 
Social on September 4th.  This will be another different experience as we 
will have to Face Time or call our partners instead of having a social gath-
ering.  Our Prayers Around the School was held August 16th with no social 
gathering But many prayers were lifted high that day for all staff and stu-
dents.  Please continue to pray for schools all over the world as it is indeed 
a challenging time.  Wilkes County students will be remote learning for the 
first few weeks until the Board believes in-class learning will be safe for all.   

Thank you for your continued support for the Hand In Hand ministry so we 
can continue to bless others.  Sincerely, Jane Joines 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
https://wnccumw.org/events/annual-celebration-2020/
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
Zoom bible studies, Church on Facebook, wearing masks out-
side of our homes, social distancing, deciding who is or isn’t 
essential workers, children going to school in their own 

homes watching YouTube and Zoom and the list going on and on.  Over the 
past few months, we have had to learn so many new ways of doing things.  I 
have never known a time when children were out of school for months 
without a date to return.  Most companies are taking employees’ tempera-
tures before they can enter the building.  With every new week, things are 
changing and we are expected to keep up.  However, one thing hasn’t 
changed and that is the need for God’s work.  UMW (United Methodist 
Women) are still out there working to help women and children all around 
the world.  UMW members are definitely essential workers on the forefront 
and behind the scenes. 

In August we were privy to Antha Reid’s introduction to UMW and why she 
remains.  I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I did.  I still hope to hear 
from others, so as a group we can learn from and mentor each other.  After 
our August newsletter was sent out, I received the most precious hand 
written letter from Marie Lenderman sharing her story.  I am sharing it in its 

entirety.  I hope all enjoys reading Marie’s story as much 
as I did. 

If you consider this, it’s too long I’m sure but with this 
pandemic we’ve got more time to read.  I (Marie) grew up 
attending Wilkesboro Baptist Church across the street.  I 
began as a Sunbeam, then aged into the junior G.A.’s 
(Girls Axillary), then Intermediate G.A.’s and lastly the 
Y.W.A.’s (Young Women’s Auxiliary).     We usually met in 
the homes of our leaders and while I may not have gained 
much religion I sure got introduced to some good food, which I most welcomed considering I 
had to walk to the meetings. 

Fast forward to me marrying and becoming a member of Mountain View Baptist Church.  Thus, the beginning of 
my difficulty in identifying my role.  The Baptist called their women’s group WMU (Women’s Missionary Union) 
which was the equivalent to the our UMW (United Methodist Women).  Notice the transpositions of the same 
letters – confusing me still today.   

In 1991, I requested my daughter Jennifer to pen her thoughts of what I meant to her as my Mother’s Day gift in 
lieu of the usual gifts such as flowers, etc.  She did so and while reading it alone with it being interspersed with 
both tears and laughter.  I was pleasantly startled when she connected her remembrances with, and I quote “you 
taught me right from wrong and that women should have a role in leadership, and yes, I remember the alumi-
num foil covered diamonds for the 75th Diamond Anniversary of the UMW” unquote.  These foil covered dia-
monds were used as table centerpieces for the District meeting and I was serving as the president of our unit. 

Along comes Tom Lenderman and Alice Drum who could have stepped into the role as the Grand 
Matron of the UMW unit for our church.  Upon my arrival to pick Alice up at 10:05 AM to attend 
our Circles Meeting (Lois Miller) at Shirley Rausch’s home, Alice promptly stated without missing 
a beat “MAAA-RIEE” the circle starts at 10:00 AM.  I thought I might be “churched” and have to 
go back across the street to the Baptist church to see if they could rehabilitate me.  Thankfully, 
that was the only time, that I am aware of any discord in our UMW.  I still miss Alice Drum even 
today.  She was loved by this entire church and I consider it a privilege to have been her friend. 

Thank you, and if I’m still “kicking” when this goes to press (if it does), I’ll still cherish being a 
UMW member of this church for 38 years!!!  Thank you and Love Marie 

We thank you Marie for sharing with us such a personal sweet life story.  This past year UMW put a great em-
phasis on our own legacies.  As I grow older, I am wanting to ensure that I leave a legacy for my children and 
grandchildren.  I hope that others follow suit and share their stories.  Send your story to me via email at 
mabrysh@gmail.com or in writing to Sherry Mabry, 506 3rd Street, North Wilkesboro, NC 28659.   

What a wonderful way to mentor others around us, and those that come after us! 
~ Sherry Mabry 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
Due to Covid19 
eliminating planning 
meetings and to 

the concern for the safety of play-
ers and workers, the decision has 
been made to cancel this year’s 
annual golf tournament  that had 
been rescheduled from June to 
October 15th.  

Please mark your calendar for 
next year's tournament scheduled 
for June 10th at Oakwoods Coun-
try Club. 

Since the golf tournament is the 
groups major fundraiser, the 
officers are exploring ways to 
raise funds in the future to offset 
the loss of proceeds from the 
tournament, recognizing that 
church and community projects 
still need the group's support dur-
ing these difficult times. No 
meeting in September.  Please 
continue to look forward to 
when UMM can gather again in 
Christian fellowship. 

Alice Drum 

Marie Lenderman 
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
10:00am Sunday School via Zoom 
11:00am Worship via Live Stream 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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Return Services Requested 

SEE THE ENCLOSED INSERT for September Celebrations, 
Amen Corner, Prayer Concerns, NC Guardian ad Litem 

Recruitment/Facebook and Training Sessions. 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
2 Wed NO Bible Study via Zoom (break) 

6 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

7 Mon   Labor Day—Church Office Closed 

8 Tues 11:30a Keenagers, p. 2 

9 Wed NO Bible Study via Zoom (break) 

13 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

16 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom (tentative date to resume) 

20 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

23 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 

26 WNCC UMW Annual Celebration, p. 2 Sat & 27 Sun  

27 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

30 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 

Updates and communication are 
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com, 
email/mail, and occasional phone 
tree messages as needed to help 
each other Stay Connected! Contact 

the church office, should you need help connecting :) 

reach out to each other: By phone, by postal mail, by 
email—reach out sharing expressions of love, encourage-
ment, and prayers. Simply let someone know you are 
thinking of them. Contact the church office for addresses 
or phone numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school class: Join Jan Taylor and friends at 10am 
for class via Zoom.  To obtain the direct meeting link or  
phone number to dial in, please contact the church office. 

sunday worship:  Join Pastor Karen and Jim Brooks for 
livestream Worship at 11am on the church’s Facebook 
page. The video of each worship service is available on the 
church’s YouTube channel.   

wednesday night bible study: Connect with others by 
participating in a Bible Study via Zoom.  A direct link or 
phone number to attend at 6:30pm on Wednesdays is 
shared each week on Monday by email/mail.  

STAY CONNECTED 

WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
[excerpt from Wilkes Ministry of h.o.p.e. Au-
gust 2020 newsletter] “The good Lord blessed 
the ministry with a piece of mountain property, 

that once sold, all proceeds go to the new building pro-
ject. God is good!” For more information about the 
land for sale please contact 336-903-1414. 
Need: donations of non-perishable food items & baby 
items (baby shampoo, lotion, and diaper cream).  
Need: volunteers for specific tasks/projects etc. AND 
churches and/or groups to do Food Drives. 

Prayers & financial gifts welcomed.  
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com; Facebook 

PRAYER WALL 
The Upper 
Room Prayer Ministry offers a Prayer Wall online.  
“By requesting prayer, others around the globe have 
committed to pray with you, and God has already 
heard your prayer….Dear Upper Room friends... The 
purpose of the prayer wall is to allow users to pray as a 
community and connect around their prayer needs… 
we are committed to maintaining an open, welcoming, 
and fruitful space for prayer for anyone who wishes to 
participate.” [excerpt from Upper Room website] 

http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer

